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The OSPR and Grant and Compliance Accountant will review the nature and magnitude of the 
reallocation to ensure compliance with the sponsor regulations.  These regulations may include: 

• A prohibition on any budget modification 
• A requirement of sponsor permission if a modification exceeds a certain amount or 

affects a specific category 
• Notification to the sponsor if the modification reflects a change in project key personnel, 

implementation, or scope 

If the University does not have authority to revise the budget without prior sponsor approval, the 
PI will work with the OSPR and Grant and Compliance Accountant to request such approval 
from the sponsor.  The University cannot approve budget modifications which are not in 
compliance with the terms of the award. 

For certain budget modifications that represent a significant change, the Budget Modification 
Internal Clearance Form must be submitted to the OSPR and approved through the internal 
clearance process before submission to the funder, if funder approval is required. 

When a budget modification is approved, the PI will be notified and the Grant and Compliance 
Accountant will make the modification in the accounting system. 

During the life cycle of a grant, a PI may need to make changes or adjustments that are 
significant enough to alter the original grant agreement.  These are considered major revisions 
and usually include one or more of the following circumstances: 

• Changes to key personnel 
• Modified scope or objective 
• Substantive budget revision 

In all cases, approval of a major revision must be requested and approved in writing by the 
sponsoring agency. 

The OSPR and Grant and Compliance may deny budget modifications that are unreasonable or 
unallowable.  The reasons for this may include but are not limited to a justification that does not 
warrant a change to the budget, restrictions on modifications by the sponsor, or if a cost has 
already been incurred and the budget modification request is after the fact. 


